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TAE LORD HATH DONE GREAT THINGS FOR 
' Us; WHEREOF WE ARE GLAD. © ' 


I * 0 
4 0 a 1% . , 


O people on the face of the earth poſſeſs 'L 
a larger ſhare of the bleſſings of provi- 
_ dence, or haye greater reaſon to remark the 
- loving kindneſs of the Lord, in conferring, 
and in preſerying them, than the inhabitants 
of Britain, Some enjoy a warmer ſun, leſs 
variable ſeaſons, and a more fruitful foil; _ 
but none, à more excellent civil conſtitution, 
or greater religious liberty. Our iſland, | 
placed in a temperate region of the globe, is 
neither ſcorched in ſummer by the burning A 
' rays of the ſun, nor benumbed in winter bx 
extreme / ſeverity of cold. Bleſſed with ur =. 
rounding ſeas, which increaſe its tempeta« 7 So. 
ture beyond that of countries on the- conti = = 
gent in the ſame latitudes, it finds, in theſe 
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1 The Revolution the Work of God, 
Teas, food for its inhabitants in years of ſcar- 


city, and protection from the incurſions of 
enemies in times of war; the means of 
preſervation from peſtilential diſeaſes which 
ſpread deſolation where-ever they approach, 
and incitements to the induſtry of its people, 
by the facility of exporting its produce and 
manufactures, and of importing, from other 
quarters of the world, whatever may ſuit 
their neceſſity or convenience. Theſe nu- 
merous advantages of our lot, too ſeldom con- 
ſidered, are not the work of chance. They 
are the operation of the Moft High, who 
divideth to the nations their mheritance * ; and 
ought to be acknowledged with gratitude; 


and improved to the honour of our Ne 
Benefactor. 


The ſame God * hath choſen our in- 
heritance for us in an iſland fo rich in na- 
rural advantages, has, with a hand not leſs 
liberal, diſpenſed to us bleſſings of a religious 
kind. Our forefathers were a race of painted 
Barbarians ; 1gnorant alike of civilized life, 
and of true religion : who had little more of 
human nature than the ſhape, and few more 
ideas of religion than the beaſts that-periſh. 
They walked m darkneſs; they dwelt in the 
land of the ſhadow of death f. While the 


grols 


* Deut. xxxii. 8. + Iſa. ix. 2. 
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not forgotten by him. The light of truth 
brake forth upon it as the morning, and its 


ſcarcely known to the reſt of the world even 


by name, and was at a great diſtance from 


thoſe countries whoſe inhabitants were: crvi« 
lized, and where the goſpel was firſt preach- 
ed. Vet providence; a little before the birth 
of Chriſt, conducted the Romans acroſa the 
ſeas to us, who inſtructed us in the arts of 
life 3 and, ſoon after, ſent Chriſtians, driven 
by perſecution from their on habitations, 
to our iſland for refuge, who made us gc- 
quainted with the glorious truths of the go- 

ſpel, By this kind diſyenfation, « furprifing 
and happy change was effected. Savages were 
transformed into men, and Heathens into 
Chriſtians ; and the divine promiſe received, 


ſeen the glory of the Lord, Britain was 


darkneſs became as the nom day. It was 


in the experience of Britain, an early accom- 


pliſhment, The i/les ſhall wait for his law®. 
This light which God kindled among 


us, though ſoon obſcured by ignorance and 
ſuperſtition, bath never yet been extinguiſh- 
ed; and the favour, which is increaſed by 
conferring it ſo early, is ſtill farther increaſed, 
%% 03 ene fant; by 


0 La. xlii. 4. 


6 The Rovilulion'the Work'of God, 
by the enjoytnent of it for ſo many ages. Tha 

general apoſtacy from true religion, which 

began at Rome, was later in reaching to Bri- 

tain than to other places; on account of our 
diſtance, our inſular ſituation, and the little 
communication at that time between us and 
the nations on the continent. Our night We - 
antichriſtian ſuperſtition, commencing at a. 
later hour, was leſs dark, and ſooner brigh- 
tened into day. Some ſtars ever twinkled 
in our hemiſphere, and the pale light of the 
moon occaſionally ſhot from behind the black ; 
clouds which darkened our ſky. For, while the 
candleſtick was removed from the churches of 
Afia, and popiſh ignorance quite overſpread 
moſt of thc nations of Europe, the light of 
truth had ſcarcely died out in the weſtern 
iſlands of Scotland, where it had been pre- 
ſerved by the Culdees, when it was rekindled 
in England, by means of Wiekliff and his 
followers; among whom it burned in ſecret 
till the zra of thc Reformation. 

| At that period, the Lord viſited us with 

new and ſurpriſing mercy. Chriſtianity had 

degenerated into a ſyſtem of ridiculous cere- 

monies, and idolatrous worſhip. It was but 

q a few removes from heatheniſm. Its teachers 

4 | were blind leaders of the blind. They had 

ſcarcely learning enou of to qualify them for 

| reading 
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reading thoſe; Latin prayera, r 
devotion to repeat, although they did not un- 
derſtand them; and their people groped for 
the way to heaven ar the blind gropeth in dark- 2 
neſs, ſuppoling themſelves good Chriſtians if of 
they attended Maſs, counted their beads, and 
could mumble over the Paternoſter. In this 
melancholy ſituation many nations {till re- 
main. But God, in love to Britain, defirozed 
the face of the covering which was caft over us, 
and the vail which was ſpread over us*, He 
had ſcarcely raiſed up Luther, that burning 
and ſhining light, to oppoſe the'tyranny and 
ſuperſtition of Rome, and rekindle the light 
of the goſpel in Germany, before the light 
of the reformation began to dawn upon us. 
The knowledge of the truth was diffuſed 
through England, by means of different in- 
ſtruments; and, in this part of the iſland, 
this glorious work was performed, particu- 
larly by means of that great man of God, 
John Knox. The work was of God, and 
could not be-overthrown. - Notwithſtanding 
powerful oppoſition from Rome and hell, the 
goſpel, in its purity, was introduced amorig 
us at that time; and though it is now, in ma- 
oY * N 3 7 nn ard 
Kee gs 


® Iſa. xxv. 7: 


s be Revilitionithe Mut f God, , 
. corrupted by error, and ie very Where grear- 


ly undervalued and much abuſed, God in 


mercy hath continued it with us to this day. 


Here, therefore, we ſhould have made a 
pauſe, erected our Ebenezer with this ihſcrip- 


tion, Hitherto hath the Lord helped *; and 


ſung the ſong of Zion recorded in the text, 


The Lord hath done great things for as, where- 
/ wve are glad were it not that the conduct 


of providence, and the occafion of this day, 


call upon us to proceed forward and remark 
freſh inſtances of the divine favour, '' L 


Even ſince the ed of the Refcirtwatian 


the emiſſaries of Rome have been active, in 
deceiuing the hearts of the ſimpie, and agam en- 
' tangling them with the yoke of bondage f. It 


has not always been in ſecret that they have 
laboured at their infamous trade. They have 
wrought under the {trade of night, or in the 
face of day, as they have judged it moſt con- 


ducive for effecting their great deſign. 


Not long after the Reformation, they at- 
tempted, by fire and faggot, to extirpate the 
Proteſtant religion, and to rebuild their Ba- 
bel upon the blood and aſhes of the ſaints. 
So furiouſly did they drive, that except thoſe 
days bad been ſhortened, there ſhould no fleſh 

. have 


® x Sam. vii. 12. + Rom. xvi. 18. Gal. v. t. 
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WI Sat : 8 SS 
bn len Javed; but for. the alect 7 fake! theſe 
* days were ſborteued 4. Mary of England fir | 
niſhed her ſhort, but bloody career, in the 
ſpace of five years; while, in this northern 
abled, by conſtancy and patience, to endure 
the tribulation of thoſe times, till their per- 
ſecutors, in the good providence of God, 
were deprived of power to diſturb the church. 
The ſtorm, which had threatened the de- 
ſtruction of our religion, had not long been 
ſcattered, when the {ky began to darken a- 
round us again with more than uſual horror 
in its aſpect, and ſeemed to portend inevi- 
table ruin. The ſpirits of the followers of 4 
the Beaſt, were chaffed at their diſappoint- 
ment; and, determined to. effect their pur- 
poſe, they collected a force which they truſted 
could not poſſibly fail to inſure them, ample 
vengeance. A fleet of unexampled ſtrength 
was fitted out by Spain, equipped at vaſt ex- 
pence, and furniſhed with every implement 
of war and of flayery, for the avowed purpole _ 
of deſtroying our liberty, and extirpating our 
religion. The flower of the Spaniſh and. Ita- 
lian nobility, inflamed with zeal, and confi- 
dent of conqueſt ag their preſent, and of hea- 
ven as their future * embarked on 
B board 


54 Mat. XXIV, 22. 
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10 The ben the Work of God, 


board of it. They ſent to Rome for à bleſs = 
ing. The Balaam of that place came at their 
requeſt; impreſſed his name upon it, and in- 
fured its ſucceſs. It was ſtiled THE INVIN- 
CIBLE ARMADA; for they imagined that 
thoſe whom he Bleſſed were bleſſed; and that 
thoſe whom he curſed, were curſed *. But it 
funk under the bleſſing of which it was ſo 
proud. The winds and the waves fought 
againſt it; and the reſentment of IEHñOvAR, 
and his guardian care of Britain, were ſo vi- 
fibly diſplayed in its deſtruQion, that he who 
ran might read it. 

What could not be accompliſhed by Abe 
was afterwards attempted by ſtratagem. Men 
who thought that they ſhould do God good 
fervice by deſtroying Heretics, invented the 
mfernal contrivance of blowing up with gun- 
powder the King, Lords and Commons in 
parliament aſſembled. Rome was privy to- 
the deſign. She imagined that, in the gene- 
ral calamity, ſhe would be able to impoſe 
upon us her dark and abſurd ſuperſtitions. 
Their works were in the dark, and they ſaid, 
IW ho feeth us f? But the eye of the Omni- 
{cient ſaw, and he diſappointed the devices of 
the crafty, ſo that their hands could not perform 
their enterprize 1. 


| Ts 
Numb. xxii. 6. f Ila. xxix. 15. f Job v. 72. 


N and a Cauſe of Joys > 39: 
+ To deprive us of tho@ privileges whlehawe 
enjoy, many ſubſequent attempts were made, 
and defeated. But a fairer proſpect never 
offered itſelf, than when James the Seventh 
of Scotland and Second of England filled the 
throne. A tyrant in temper, and a bigot for 
Popery, he aimed at the overthrow of religion 
and liberty. The time- ſervers of that age 
encouraged him in his black deſigns. He had 
almoſt accompliſhed them. No human means 
of deliverance appeared, when he who had 
often been the Saviour of Britain raiſed up 
William Prince of Orange, to effect our deli- 
verance. On this day hundred years he ar- 
rived for our reſcue. The hand of the Lord 
was with him; and we were delivered. This 
event, which crowned our former bleſſings, 
and ſecured the enjoyment of them, is what 
we are this day met to celebrate in thank 
givings to the Governor among the nations, 
And what language is more ſuitable to an oc- 
caſion intended to commemorate ſo great a 
deliverance than that of the text, The Lord 
hath done great things Wi us; whereof we are 
e IF 


| Accommodating the rext to the buſineſs of 


this day, I ſhall, in what follows, give you 
ſuch 


Acts xi. 21. 
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ſuch an account as Tam able of "the Freut bl 


things done for us in the Revolution collect 
from the hiſtory of the Revolution ſuch facts 
as may .convince us that the Lord hath done 
theſe things for us;—and ſhew that joy ſhould 
ſpring up in our hearts at the recollection of 


theſe great aCts of divine power and grace. 


I. Taz great things done for us at the Re- 
volution may be reduced to three general 
heads ;—Deliverance from civil oppreſſion, 
—from eccleſiaſtical a arts Hol po- 
piſh ſuperſtition. 


Firfl, By the Revolution we were delivered 
from Civil Oppreſſion. ; 

The houſe of Stuart had always bank ini- 
mical to the liberties of the ſubject, and had 
ſtrained hard for abſolute power; inſomuch 
that, notwithſtanding the partiality which is 
natural for an ancient race of kings, their 
memory is offenſive in the noſtrils of every 
friend to the rights of human nature and to 
the proſperity of Britain. 

Charles the Firſt drove ſo faſt, and inväded 
the rights of his ſubjects in ſo many inſtances, 
that our fathers found themſelves unable any 
longer to ſubmit to the yoke. Many of them 


were wiſe and good men. But oppreſſion 
| made 


"I 


„ oll r 4 CU Y *.46 
kr en Mf and, to ben tht BP tle 1 
keln, they flithged thee imo the bo- 
rors of u civil war; and Topped not till chey 

had belieaded their "Eg; and Oferbriilt the 
conſtitutioſl. 3 10) 37 ien 

e ds bg dune Ut the fate of 
the father ſhould have” Hern 4 leflbn of in- 
ſtruction to the children, ts betvart of ſport- 
ing with the rights, and Irifirleiigg this fecihge 
of their fubjects. But God had infatuated 
thetht. Charles the Second was à profligate, 
aud Jameèes His brother, who ſucceeded him, a 

bigot. The one oppreſſed his fubjedts 3 in or- 
der to ſupport His extra vagance, and the other 
to make fbom for his prieſts; and the groans , 
of the nation could not reach the ears of the” 
firſt, who was continually furrounded with 
fllatterers, nor touch thie heart of the ſecond, 
which was ſtecled againſt compaſſion by the 
cruel counfels of jeſuitical adviſers. 

Tn the reign of Charles the Second the 
words of the royal preacher were accompliſh- 
ed, Wo to thee, O land, when thy princes eat 
in the morning. Religion and liberty were 
then alike the ſubjeR of ridicule. Religion 
and hypocriſy, liberty and republicaniiiti, 
were conſidered as terms of equivalent im- 


pore and the deteftation which is due to the 
one 


* Ecch, x. 16. 


one . was wickedly cransferred to Be 
To avoid the imputation of hypocrify, the e 
court, and thoſe who imitated their manners, 
not only threw off the garb of devotion, but 
violated every law of decency and of 5 
That they might prove their loyalty, and 
convince the world that they were not repub- 


licans, the divine right of kings, abſolute 


power, and paſſive obedicnce, were the fa- 
vourite topics of diſcourſe, and the great ſub- 
ject of what iſſued from the preſs, and from 
the pulpit. With the errors of the Protecto- 
rate, they laid aſide what was worthy in the 
principles and manners of that period, and 
deviated into a worſe extreme. It ſeemed as if 
the courſe of nature had experienced a change; 


inſomuch that, as one wittily expreſſes it, one 


ſhould have concluded that © lewdneſs and 
* loyalty had conſtituted the whole duty of 


cc 99 


man. Judgement was turned away back- 


ward, and juſtice flood afar off : for truth had 


fallen in the flreet, and equity could not enter. 
Yea, truth failed; and he that departed from 
evil made himſelf a prey: and the Lord ſaw it, 
and it diſpleaſed him that there was no judge= 
ment *, 

The cup of iniquity was not yet full. The 


time had not arrived when, for the oppreſſion 
0 


* Ifa. lix. 14, 15. 


0 0 Fe ru 


of the poor, for the big of the act,” Ihe 
Lord ſbould ariſe, "to fet them in ſafety from thoſe 
that puſfed at them*. Charles was called'frottr 
the throne of oppreſſion to the tribunal of the 
univerſal Judge; and after him his brother 
Jathes oo ub in bis eftate, 4 raiſer of taxes in 
the"glory of bis kingdom; but within few days 
he was deftroyed, neither in anger, nor in bat- 
il T. An inglorious reign of four years ter- 
minated his carreer of tyranny. He meanly 
deſerted his crown; and lived for many years, 
an exile from Bis country and bis throne; a 
monument of the vengeance of heaven who 
hateth oppreſſion, and of the juſt indignation 
of his abuſed ſubjects. Yet he finiſhed not 
his reign until that was performed by him, 
which Rehoboam had only power to — 
His little finger vat thicker than his brother 's 
loins; and whereas his brother did lade ur with 
a heavy yoke, he added to our yoke: His bro- 
ther chaſliſed us with GRE but" be 90008 
us with ſcorpions T. „ ech aa 
The throne, which ſhould be a blefling. 
was, during his reign, a curſe to the nation. 
Arbitrary power was openly avowed, oppreſ- | 
five meaſures were publickly adopted; and 
not only the property, but the lives of our 


IEA were wantonly taken away. A 
power 


„ pfalm xii. 5. + Dan. xi. 20. t 1 Kings xii, 10, tl. 
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horrors in Britain; The place of judgement, 


| 16 The — ä 
power not only of ſuſpending pre 


of particular ſtatutes, but of diſpenſing wich 
the fundamental laws of the kingdom, was 
claimed, and exerciſed by the crown, Even 

the charters of corporations ere forcibly 
taken from them, Judges without conſcience - 
and without humanity were ſet over us. They 


held their offices not by their integrity, but 


by their devotion to the will of the monarch; 
and, of conſequence, men who had often vio- 
lated their oaths, and finned long againſt the 
light of their conſciences, whenever they 
ſcrupled to go greater lengths in wi 
were turned aut, in order to make room for 
men more wicked and leis feeling than theme 
ſelves. Juries were packed; and forced by 
threatenings to bring in verdicts of guilt, 
when they could ſee no crime. Men were 
made offenders for a word. Suſpicions were 
admitted as proof, The boot and the thumb- 
kin, thoſe inſtruments of torture, were em- 
ployed, at leaſt in Scotland, to extort con- 
feſſion; and the bath of a ſingle miſcreant 
was conſidered as ſufficient reaſon for depriv- 
ing many of the beſt men in the country of 
their ſubſtance, and of their lives. What 
Solomon ſaw in his time was ſeen in all its 


that 


N eee A. gab” 
5 thats wickedugh was therg;\ and San fs 
| righteouſneſs, thet 'inaguity- was tbers OS | 
Theſe were only the beginnings of evil, By 
theſe it was intended to break the ſpirit of the 
nation, and to prepare it for ſubmitting more 
tamely to a heavier yoke. A general inſen- 

fability had already taken place. The multi“ 
tude, ke Iſſachar, were diſpoſed: to baw tha 


[hawlder io baar and voluntarily become ſervants 


to tribute f. And, had not God ſrafonably 
interpoſed, we ſhould, at this day, have been 
the ſlaves of tyrants, aud, like Egypt, accord- 
ing ta the denunciation of the prophet, ſhould. 
have been gives over into the hands of cruel 
lords, and fierce kings ſhould have ruled over. 
bug feet all the priſoners of the- earth, To turn 
ofide the right of a man before. the face of the. 
moſt High, To ſubvert a man in his cauſe, the 
Lord approveth not ||, graciouſly ſent. us deli- 
verance by that Revolution which we are this 
day met to celebrate. Haring filled up the 
meaſure of their iniquity, the time of recom- 
pence arrived; and our oppreſſors met with 
the judgement of the Iſraelites, The land /pued 
them aut, and they were made wanderers among 
the nations 9 The 10 nne 
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it into the heart of William; Prince of Orange, 
to come for our help, and gave it into the 
power of his hand to en can our 0 


verance. 
In conſequence of the Revelntion, which 


he effected, we feel no longer thoſe evils un- 
der which our fathers groaned. Oppreſſion 


has, ſince that period, been ſcarcely known 
in Britain. We are now free by birth- right; 
and enjoy a milder government, and a more 
equitable adminiſtration of Juſtice than, per- 
haps, any other nation in the world. When 
we reflect on the miſeries which we have e- 
fcaped, and the happineſs which we now 


poſſeſs by the Revolution, can we forbear re- 


peating, with emotions of gratitude and joy, 
the words of the text, The Lord hath done, 


great things for us, whereof we are g lad? 


Secondly, By the Revolution we were deli- 
vered from Eccleſiaſtical Tyranny. 

The deſire of liberty is congenial to the 
human mind. It is neceſſary only to taſte, 
in order to reliſh it. Civil liberty is indeed 
valuable, but by an enlightened mind, religi- 
ous liberty will be held in higher eſtimation ; 


for the objects of it are nobler, and the ad- 


vantages reſulting from the poſſeſſion of it 
more important. The rights of conſcience 
: „ 


12 Re * and a Cue of Jer. * 19 | 
are peculiarly ſacred. They concern the ſoul 
they reſpect the eternal world. A Chriſtian 
would rather be injured in his civil than in 

his religious rights; ; would, much ſooner be 
| robbed of his property, than reſign his con- 
ſcience into the hands of fallible men, and 
believe and UE ys ſhould ſee meet 
to enjoun. ' | 
This, hooves. as.the; 79 1 to 
which our anceſtors were reduced. No alter- - 
native was left them between ſinging againſt 
their conſciences, and ſuffering for conſcience 
ſake. Acts of uniformity were paſſed, and 
rigorouſly enforced ; and men, more anxious 
for power than for the welfare, of the people 
over whom they had uſurped a lordly domi- 
nion, inſiſted for the obſervance of forms of 
religion, which few of themſelves had accu- 
rately examined, and for ſubmiſſion to an ec- 
cleſiaſtical authority, which thoſe on whom 
they enjoined it deemed it unlawful to obey. - 
Charles the Second was no ſooner reſtored 
to the throne of his fathers than, contrary to 
the moſt ſolemn vows, he re-eſtabliſhed E- 
piſcopacy. Nonconformity to the religion 
of the ſtate. became the greateſt of crimes; 
and no man was any longer ſafe in his habi- 
tation, whoſe conſcience did not ſuffer him 
to ſubmir to the authority of a worthleſs Pre- 
late, 
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20 — Wark of Ga, 
lite, or attend on the tminiſity ot an fEnerant 


. by Gries Curate. 


Two years had ſcarce gies, kt A 
bout two thouſand of the beſt mitiiſters'vf 


the gofpel in England, and tipwards'of three 


hundred inScotland, were violently torn from 
their people whom they loved, diſcharged 
from preaching that goſpel to which they had 
been called, and depri ved of all human means 
of ſupporting themſelves and their families. 

Such a melancholy day was never ſeen in Bri- 
tain, as that on which theſe worthy men from 
the pulpit took a ſolemn farewell of their 
flocks. It was like the weeping of Jazer; it 
reſembled the mourning 'of H 3 To 


The voice of lamentation was heard in the 


habitations of thouſands of our Ifrael. The 
hearts of the righteous were made ſad, and the 
hands of the wicked were firengthened Þ. 

he ſufferings of manyof theſe excellent per- 
ſons are upon record; and are known by not 
a few of you. They choſe to obey God, rather 
than man; and the afflictions which they 
endured were ſevere, in proportion to their 
innocence and integrity. To enter a royal 
burgh, upon any neceſſity whatever; to pre- 
ſume to approach [within ſome miles of the 


habitations of the ſuffering remains of 'their 


flocks, 
+ Iſa. xvi. 9. Zech. xii. 11. + Ezek. xiii. 22. 
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3 were crimes which b 
filing and irnpriſorment. Driven from the 
foctety of men, bey wandered” in dejerte and 
ii mountains; bein deftitutt, affletted; terment-. 
end. The canopy of heaven was viten their 
only covering from the driving blaſt; or, if 
the rough tread of the feet of their perſecu- 
tors, heard from afar, alarmed them, the 
hoſpitable darkneſs of ſome den or cave of the 
earth was their place of refuge. Many of 
them ſealed their teſtimony with their blood; 
for they were accounted worthy of death by 
man, becauſe they could not be unfaithful to 
God. But God whom they ferved was with 
_ them, and ſupported them. He enabled thera 
to glory in tribulations, and to meet death not 
with compoſure only, but with joy; refaicing 
that they were counted wor to Jer * 
for the ſake of Chrift f. 
Theſe a e S 
to miniſters of the goſpel who profeſſed an 
attachment to the truth. Every man who 
gave them countenance, or even declined ap- 
proving of the meaſures of the times, met 
with a ſimilar fate. For who that feared God 
could be ſafe when the wicked walked on every 
Ade, and the vilef men were exalted f? Drunk- 
"_ „ and uncleanneſs, were not 
conſidered 
* Heb. xi. 37, 38. + Ad . 41. f Pfalm xii. G. 


22 the Revolution the Work of God, 
conſidered as at all criminal in chis licentiqus 
age. Laymen, nay even clergy men, maght 
have been guilty of theſe crimes, and yet have 

poſſeſſed no ſmall ſhare of the public regard. 
But to be three ſabbaths abſent from a pariſh, 
church, filled by one who was neither able, 


nor, perhaps, inclined to inſtru, ſubjeted: 
j! _ perſons to a heavy fine. To aſſemble toge- 
lf | ther for prayer, or for religious conference, 
fl | | was an act of rebelhon ; and to hear a Preſby- 
ö | | terian preach in the fields; 'expoſed to the mer- 
10 cy of barbarous dragoons, who, under the 
Hy ſanction of law, might maim or murder at 
l 5 pleaſure. The word of the Lord was precious 
+ mn thoſe days ; there was no open viſſon . Men 
. travelled far in queſt of the goſpel; and pe- 
Li riſhed in multitudes by the hands of their 
1 0 perſecutors. There was no peace to bim that 
jy went out, nor to him that came in, but great 


ve xationt were upon all the inhabitants of the 
countries f. 
Such was the ſtate of things in England, 
and particularly in Scotland, for twenty- 
eight years. 'The biſhops of that period, e- 
ſpecially the Scotch, as worthleſs a race as 
ever wore the mitre, were the great inſtiga- 
tors of the perſecution ; and their curates, in 


general as worthleſs but more obſcure, were 
| © the 


* 1 Sam. iii. 1. + 2 Chron. xv. 5. 


a Re. n 


eee e 


n by means of their unhallowed conduit, | 

_caſt but a dim ligüt; and had they been per- 

mitted to enerriſe the fame tyranny mach 

longer, it is probable that it 1 ſoon have 

been extinguiſhed in Britain. | 

| But, in this deſperate bent His Lord 
appeared to judge the oppreſſed, that the man of 
the earth might no more oppreſs . A voice was 
_ as'of a woman in travail, and the'anguiſh 

47 of her that bringeth forth her firſt child; tbe 
voice of the" daughter of Ziom, that bewailed 
herſelf, that fpread her hands, faying, Wo is me 
7 NOW, for my. ſoul is wearied becauſe of murder- 

ert f. The ſouls of them that had been ſlain for 
tbe word of God, and for the teſtimony which 
they had held, ſeemed to mingle their cries 
with thoſe of the remnant that was left. They 
ſeemed to cry with a loud voice, ſaying, How 
long, O Lord, holy and true, doſt thou not judge 
and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the 
earth}. The Lord bowed his ear, and heard. 
I have ſeen, I have ſeen the affiiftion of my peo- 
ple, was the divine reply; and I have heard 

. their-groaning, by reaſon of 1 170 taſt<mofere : 
for I know their ſorrows d. Fry 

"Accordingly, he raiſed up William; Prince 

5 Orange, a man who fought the” welfare” of © 
Britain, 


* Pſalm x. 18. ®; Jer. iv: 31. t Rev. " 9, 10. 
j Exod. iii, 7, Acts vii, 34- | 


enterprize; and crown d him at length with 


24 m. 1 he tied, 


Britain *, His right-hand he held, 1 
ways he directed in bis great and hazardous | 


never- fading honour, making him the happy 
inſtrument of effecting our deliverance from 
the yoke of thoſe intolerant and perſecuting 
bigots who maintained over us an oppreſſive 
ſway. Our ſky brightened with his ſucceſs. 
We can now ſuffer no religious oppreſſion, 
from which it is not in our power to eſcape, 
Nonconformity to the religion of the ſtate ex: 
poſes to no puniſhment, - If diſſatisfied, we 
are permitted to retire, Epiſcopacy continues 
to be the eſtabliſhed religion of England; It 
wears, however, a milder aſpect, and Diſſen, 
ters are allowed to worſhip God according to 
their conſcience. Though Preſbyterianiſm, 
as eſtabliſhed in Scotland, is not, at preſent, 
in every point, ſuch as all can approve, yet 
we who have judged it our duty to ſeparate 
from the communion of the National Church, 
meet in our own aſſemblies without fear, and 
enjoy the protection of mild and equitable 
laws. We fit every man under his vine, and 
under his fig-tree; and none make us afraid f. 
—When, therefore, we compare the paſt times 
with the preſent ; the liberty we now enjoy, 
with the bondage to which our forefathers 
| were 


* Neb. ii. 10. + Micah iv. 4. 


RJ "we Gale of fine 2 TX 4 | 
"SA the boldneG with which we. A 
may now avow our religious ſentiments, with ' '& 
the ſhackles. which once. fettered, and the : 
fears, which over-awed the minds of men; 
and when we look up to the Revolution as 
the mean of the happy difference, have we 
not reaſon again to fing, 7 he Lord hath done 
great things for us; whereof we are glad? | 


Thirdh, By the Revolution we were deli: 
vered from Popiſh Superſtition, 23 

The religion of Rome is not only unſerip- 
tural, but unmanly and abſurd. Its fantaſtic 
ceremonies are fitter for the amuſement of 
children, than for occupying tlie ſerious at- 
tention of men. Its ſelf-contradictory doc- 
trines are what thinking men muſt deride; 
and good men muſt abhor. Its mean ſuper- 
ſtition debaſes the mind over which it ſpreads 
its baleful influence, and ruins the foul which 
it is its profeſled aim to fave. 

It was the happineſs of Britain to be deli- 
vered from this gloomy and deſtructive reli- 
gion at the Reformation. Our forefathers, 
ſenſible of the greatneſs. of their deliverance, 
and not ignorant of the ſentiments with which 
it inſpires i its deluded votaries, prudently for- 
tified themſelves againſt the machinations of 


thoſe who might attempt again to wreathe 
D about 
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26 | The Revolt ths ret of Gel, 
about their necks its galling and intolerable 
yoke, Penalties were enacted againſt Papiſts, 
and teſts were formed in order to exclude 
them from civil and military employments; 
that it might not be in the power of the vaſ- 
fals of Rome, to merit her rewards, by the ex- 
tirpation of what ſhe deems hereſy, nor to 
practiſe upon us the arts of a religion which 
teaches, that the goodneſs of the end ſancti- 
fies the means, 3 
Theſe, however, which were intended as a 
barrier againſt the encroachments of Popery, 
were, in the unhappy period to which we re- 
fer, firſt diſpenſed with, and afterwards ſet 
aſide. In the reign of Charles the Second, 
popiſh prieſts met with more indulgence than 
proteſtant miniſters who diſſented from the 
eſtabliſhed church. It is, indeed, natural for 
men who have caſt off the fear of God, to 
diſcover moſt partiality for thoſe who have 
departed fartheſt from the truth, and whoſe 
principles are leaſt unfriendly to vice. After 
his brother, however, aſcended the throne, 
Papiſts became the favourites of the monarch, 
and Popery was, from principle, protected 
and cheriſhed. The king himſelf, as we for- 
merly obſerved, was a rigid Papiſt; and what- 
ever he might be ſuppoſed to want in zeal, 
was 
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queen. 


has happily become the law of the country, 
that, by the conſtitution of Britain, a Papiſt 
cannot inherit the throne. But theſe attempts 
miſcarried; and many of the men who were 


moſt active in ſupporting the Bill at 5 


ſoon, periſhed for their zeal. | 

In ſuch a reign, what could have been ex- 
pected but that which actually took place; the 
formation of a ſcheme, in conjunction with 
France and hell, to deprive us of our liberty, 
and to carry us back to Babylon, that houſe 
of bondage, out of which we had been mer- 
cifully brought ? With this view, the king 
not 'only openly attended maſs, and kept his 
_ Prieſts about him, but promoted avowed Pa- 


piſts to the chief places of power and truſt, | 


in the civil and military departments. Great 
pains were taken to gain over, by flattery and 
bribes, the nobility and gentry to the popiſh 
religion. Pretended converſions were an- 


| nounced with deſigned oſtentation; and the 
ſubjects of them were rewarded, for their hy- 


pocriſy, with ſome place of honour, or emo- 


lument, 


Bad as theſe times were, tro diffrent . |; 
temapts had been made, during the life of 

Charles, to exclude him from the thront; n 
this principle, which, ſince the Revolution, © 
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Imitating t the example of the great, many of 
the common people forſook the Lord God of 


| their fathers, and followed « other gods, 'of the 


gods of the people that were round about them ; 
and bowed themſebves unto them, . | provoked 
the Lord to anger *. 

Having ſucceeded thus far, the vail began 
to be drawn aſide, and the myſtery which 
was under this conduct was concealed with 
leſs care. A Jeſuit was admitted a member 


of the king's privy council. Methods were 


deviſed to fill the magiſtracy, in moſt towns, 


| either with profeſſed Papiſts, or with men, 


not unfriendly to. their principles. An am- 
baſſador had even been publickly ſent to the 
Pope, a thing quite unknown in a Proteſtant 
kingdom ; and a nuncio had arrived in Bri- 
tain from Rome, ſome time before the de- 
ſigns of the Prince of Orange were known. 
Every thing was in forwardneſs for over- 
turning the eſtabliſhed religion, and fub- 
ſtituting the religion of darkneſs and idolatry 
in its room. The ſubjugation of Britain was 
conſidered as almoſt accompliſhed; and it 
was fondly expected, that, when the bulwark 
of the Reformation ſhould be deſtroyed, it 
would be no difficult taſk to ſubdue the other 

Prateſtant 


4 Judges ii. 12. 


* 


e r 
tnt Rates, and to extend thi papel do- 
minion to its ancient boundaries. N 
HFad not God raiſed up a deliverer for us 
in the hour of need, our ſituation; at this ni6- 
ment, ſhould have been truly deplorable. 'We 
muſt now have been ſubjected to the fury of 
perſecution ; ; or have been the dupes of igno- 
rant, impious, and deſigning prieſts. De- 
prived of the ſcriptures, which the Romiſh 
church, that ſhe may not expoſe her abſurd 
and blaſphemous tenets, with-holds from the 
people, we ſhould have been wandering in a 
maze of inextricable error. Inſtead of wor- 
ſhipping the true God through one Mediator, 
Jeſus' Chrift, we ſhould have been, at this 
day, bowing before images, and worſhippitig | 
the conſecrated hoſt: preſenting our prayers 
to the Virgin Mary; employing as interceſ- 
ſors multitudes of ſuperſtitious fools or aban- 
doned wretches, whom it hath pleaſed that 
church to canonize ; nay, even ſupplicating 
the help-of 1 imaginary beings, who never ex- 
iſted except in legendary tales. Inſtead of 
ſeeking preparation for heaven through the 2 
ſanctifying influences of the Spirit of God, 
we ſhould have been expecting it by the fire 74 
of purgatory; a fire which the prieſts of Rome 4 
have kindled for their own gain. | 


N % _— «*» <4 


— 


7 2 — 
- ba > - 5. »- « Fe 
— —— = _— _— > I 
: >; - — 
— EE 4 
— * - — — 56 „ . — — — — — 
—————— — — — IL : 
ped drags hs > = - — _-- —— 2 oo 
— 1 
- 4 J 
.* 
£ .- 2 
5 * 
% 


< - a4 


7 


— — * - = —c 
> — - 
—_ — * 
er 
— > — — — 


— "4 
* 
— Go 
— - _ 
— — 
— 
— 


— 
— 


1 * 
4 
+! 

; 


30 The Revolution the Wirk of God. 
Thouſands of the ſaints had, for a. long 


time, been interceding at the throne of grace, 


that God would avert the threatened calami- 

ty; and he was graciouſly pleaſed to liſten to 
their prayers. He proved a very preſent help 
in trouble *, At the very ſeaſon when eyery 
man's heart was faint, and the Proteſtant 
churches abroad had given up Britain as loſt ; 
at the very ſeaſon when Rome was rejoicing, 
and hell preparing for triumph, he graciouſly 
interpoſed, and plucked us as a brand out of 
the fire T. He gave us beauty for aſhes, the 
oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praiſe for 
the ſpirit of heavineſs |. A revolution ſo ſur- 
priſing, a deliverance ſo beneficial, demands 

our praiſe; and, in commemorating it, our 
ſong to God ſhould be, The Lord hath done 


great things far us, whereof we are glad. 


* Pſalm xlvi. 1. + Zech. ii. 2. f Ifa.lxi. 3. 
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THE rens HATH "DONE GREAT Hick 
| ron vs, WHEREOF WE Ag GLAD. 


p the 3 n ds 
1 an account of the great thihgs done for us 
in the Revolution. In this, I proceed to col- 
let, from the hiſtory of that event, ſuch facts 
as are fitted to convince us, that tbe es 
done theſe things for us. e 


II. Taz adminiſtration of Fit BS iche 
work of God. The revolutions of empires, 
as well as the changes which happen in the 
lot of individuals, are performed under his 
eye, and take place according to his appoint- 
ment. Wiſdom and might are his; and he 
changeth the times and the ſeaſons : he removeth 
kings, and ſetteth up kings *, In the ordinary 
courſe of human events, the operation of God: 
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32 The Revolution the Work of God, 
is not apparent. The wheel .of providence 
turns round; but the hand that move it is 
unſeen. Second cauſes are employed, and 

i the agency of the great Firſt Cauſe we are 

6 Wit: | ſcarcely able to diſcern. But in the Revolu- 

2 tion, which we are this day met to celebrate, 

* the hand of God was viſible. Though the 

"Mi Prince of Orange was the inſtrument raiſed 

M0 up by providence to effect it, it was written 

oa in legible characters upon it, This is the doing 

"i of the Lord. The fingular circumſtances at- 

Wi tending it demonſtrate, that it was not only 

0 by the permiſſion, but with the nn 

10 and by the aid of heaven. d 

{8 In this point of view, the coſa who ac- 

59 compliſhed our deliverance attracts our ob- 

0 ſervation. He was of the houſe of Naſſau, 

. the great bulwark of liberty and of the Pro- 

92 teſtant religion in the Low Countries; one, 

moreover, Born out of due time, after the death 

of his father, and ſingularly preſerved during 

i the weakneſs of infancy, and amidſt the dan- 

18 10 gers of war. It was natural to think that 

God had preſerved him for ſome great work; 

and who a fitter inſtrument to be employed 

ra in reſcuing Britain from Popery and flavery, 

0 than the deſcendant and repreſentative of thoſe 
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— thy from: fimilar calamities? © © 

When we 160k more narrowly, however) a 
jut the hiſtory of this ever memorable event, 
a & croud of facts preſent themſelves to our ob- 
ſervation, which demonſtrate, in a more di- 
rect manner, che peculiar agency of S in 
W LTD, the Revolution. Ee 


Fi, The Seafonablenels of che NT, 
tion leads us to conſider it as the doing of the | 
2100 if the Lina rin 10 had fro ee 
the whole earth. He obſerves the deſigns of 
oppreſſors, and the miſeries of the oppreſled; 
He permits the former to triumph, and the 
latter to groan for a ſeaſon: But; when the 
wicked are flattering themſelves that their 
ſchemes ſhall finally ſucceed, and his people 
are beginning to deſpond, ſaying; Our hope 
1s loft, we are cut off for our parts f, in that 
very moment he ſends ſeaſonable and fur- 
priſing deliverance. 

His people have often had experience of 
| this, to their unſpeakable j Joy: He that leep- 
eth them can neither ſlumber nor ſleep f. The 
moſt ſecret contrivances, and the beſt laid 
ſchemes of wicked men, are open to his view; 


| © 2 Chroti: xvii 9. + Exek xxxvii. 11. 1 Pal, cxxi. 4. 
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His eye follows. chem in all their doublings 9 
and windings; j and, though he ſhould x not, for 
a while, interpoſe for the deliverance of his 
people, yet his mercy 1 never COMES a moment 
too late. The time of extremity. is the time 
of his opportunity to help. When iniquity 3 is 
on full march to his people 8 deſtruction, anc 
the hand of wickedneſs is lifted up, to fetch. 
the fatal ſtroke, ſuddenly it is arreſted by 
him, ſaying, Hitherto ſhalt thou, Jo, and no 
farther. By ſending deliverance i in ſach- ſea- 
ſonable moments, he ſpreads wider confuſion 
among his enemies, and more abundant joy 
among his friends; he demonſtrates the deli- 
verance to be his own performance, and illuſ- 
trates the meaning of his promiſe, The Lord 
Hall judge his people, and repent himſelf for his 
ſervants ;-when he ſeeth that their power is gone, 
and there is none ſout up or left *, 

The Revolution is an Aluſtrious proof of 
this wiſe and provident care of the Guardian 
of Britain. The ſcheme: which had been 
formed for ſubjecting us to Popery and arbt- 
trary power, was jult ripe for execution. Mul- 
titudes were wrapped up in their own eaſe, 
and either cared not for danger, or would not 
ſuffer themſelves to believe that the threatened 
ealamities were ſo near; while thoſe who ap- 

prehended 


* Deut.-xxxii. 36. 


* wa 1 77 * . Me | 1 


det the fülle extent of 22 Are "+ 
thing incloſe ed on every fide, and. wel 
pet ceive no human way of eſtape. gk I 
ttampledl, with e on che fights, and 
ized over the conftienced' of our anvef. 
tors ft long, and having ſtrengthened them- 
ſelves by cheir gradual eneroachments, our 
oppreſſors were confident that all was ſafe. 
Not apprehending diſappointment, the emiſ- {1 
faries of Rome were inſpired with imprudent 
boldneſs, and indulged in n extravagant but 
ſhort-livedjoy. © 5 7 
In this critical moment, the Revolitibn oy 
took Place. The Lord Jaw the * 9p preſſions that 
were done under the fun. Ht teheld the tears 
of ſuch as were oppreſſed, and that they had no 
comforter; and that on "the fade of their oppreſſors 
there wwas power; but that they had no comforter®. 
He waited till we were trembling upon the 
verge of a gulph, which would have ſwallow- 
ed up our religion and liberties; but, when 
the ground was beginning to give way under 
as, he pulled us back wich his arm of love. 
By means of William, whom he ſent as a de- 
li verer, in the day of out extremity, be brought 
us out of darkneſs, and the ſhadow of death, and 
brake our bandit aſimder f. Some baſe and ſer- 
vile ſpirits, having taſted the unhallowed | 
{weets 


Prehebdsd 


# Ecclef. iv. 1. + Pſalm cvii. 14. 
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ſweets of lawleſs. power, ot having! loſt all 
reliſh for the manly pleaſures of civil liberty 
and of true religion, came forth with reluc- 
3 tance from the houſe of e ; and often 


e 


garkick. "But the N body of the people re- 


garded the deliverance as performed by the fin- 
ger of God, exulted in it as a peculiarly ſea- 
ſonable teſtimony of his watchful care over 
them, and ſang, as they came opt of ſlavery, 
The Lord hath done great things for 10, N 
we are glad. 

Secondly, Tur Revolution was an unex- 
_ pected event. | 
Many who had ſuffered in the cauſe of re- 
ligion and liberty, in thoſe troublous times 
which preceded the Revolution, died in the 
faith of Britain's deliverance. Their dying 
words were ſomewhat like thoſe of Joſeph, 
God will ſurely viſit you, and bring you out of 
this land*. But, they were alike ignorant of 
the ſeaſon, and of the manner of it. 

| Attempts had been repeatedly made to 
ſhake off the yoke; but were as frequently 
fruſtrated. The people, become deſperate 

2 by 


0 Gen, I. 24. 


209, We e e ee wy 47 
by the ſeverity: of _oppreſſion,, roſe. in arms, 
at different umes, in ſeveral parts of che coun- 
y Providence, however, ſaid, that, che 
dime was not yet. ——— cut 
oft; and eee e 
abortive. 2 . „id. . N 

An, attempt, in papicular., Was made in 
favour of the Dyke of Monmouth, in Eng- 
land by himſelf, and in Scotiand by the Earl 
of Argyle, Multitudes, when they beheld 
that young man, ere diſpoſed to ſay, as Sa- 
muel concerning the eldeſt fon, 651 Jeſſe, ee 
the Lord's anointed is before him. 5. ut the Lord 
Haid, Look no l en his countenance, or on the heig bt 
of his flaturd; becauſe I have refuſed Js, 
They n W bah. periſhed 
in the 
| By theſe eee and by ihe perſecu- 
tion of the times, much of the beſt blood in 
che country was ſpilt. The hands of thoſe 
who remained faithful to God, and true to 
the beſt intereſts of their country, were weak- 
ened. Deliverance appeared at a greater diſ⸗- 
tance than at firſt; and the cry, was heard, 


By whom [hall Jacob ariſe: ? for he 1s ſmall +. 


80 unexpected was our deliverance, that 


our oppreſſors themſelves, though ſuſpicious 


in ee when they firſt heard of 
the 


18a. 2ric 6, . # Amon w. 2. 
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38 The Rebalition'the With of Gel, 
che intended erpedition of tlie Printe of G- 
range, could not prevail on themſelves t to be- 
Heve, that he could ſerioufly attempt a thing 
ſo raſh and hazardous. The doctrines of the 
divine right of kings, and of the paſſive obe- 
dience of ſubjects, had been, with fuch in- 
duſtry, inculcated by che creatures of the 
court, and by thoſe who ther! filled the pul- 
pits of Britain, chat, it was ſuppoſed, few 
would be diſpoſed to aſk his aſſiſtance, or 
venture to repair to his ſtandard. | 

Yet the all-wiſe God was pleaſed, by very 
extraordinary and unexpected means, to AC- 
compliſh our deliverance. He ſuffered our 
oppreſſors to outwit themſelves. In their zeal 
for Popery, they trampled upon the Biſhops 


of England, and upon the univerſity of Ox-. 


ford ; and provoked them to invite the Prince 
of Orange to the help of Britain, Thoſe who 
had bound heavy burdens, and grievous to be 
borne, and laid them on mens ſhoulders *, hav- 
ing experienced oppreſſion themſ h were 
taught to feel along with ſufferers whom they 
formerly deſpiſed; and their hands were made 
inſtrumental in pulling down the ſtructure 
of iniquity, which they had long and zeal- 
ouſly toiled to erect. 
The deſign was known to few, before it 
l Was 
* Matth. xxili, 4. | 


, 4 


cee EY 
gs ready. n 5 


eee ee e objeRt, of. fond, 
than of confident expectation. When, 
5 Willem aQually, arrived ſurpriſe. was che 
Art emotion at. the intelligence, It Was pon; 
e by, ſhouts of ion, frqm. very crue 
 frignd of the 8 region, and of civil 
liberty... Th ae heaven, ſeemed. to di- 
rect cheir eyes towards the Prince of . 
"They, = 55 Zo e, Gaying, Arie 8 
nome. Vim; f e# ages] 


her = 4 n daring 


ha; A he judgement of the wiſeſt 


men amel ingrr Uehles let us attend to the 


very, aſtoniſhing and unexpected ſucceſs 2285 
which this, fingular and heroic enterpriſe 


William was crowned.. We muſt be ſtruck, | 


with the. very conſpicuous diſplay of che care 
of our divine Protector; and muſt cry alond, 
with admiration and wonder, h the Fd 
bach done great things for us! | 


Thirdly, Tus ſpeed and eke wich which the 
Revolution was accompliſhed, demonſtrate i it 


to be the doing of the Lord. 
"The revolutions of kingdoms are common- 
y the work of time; ; and attended with great 


abode, and much expence of human blood. 
| Is 


1 Sam, wi. 12- 


_ | 
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45 The Rridtlutivli\the Nh gf God, 

In BH,” at the period of Ehe Revolution; 
thethrone feed ſecure ad — 
tw. overturt itt K wis defended by a 


ing army of ry dec 
by Papiſts, and accuſtuied to 27 and 


by all chofe whole intereſt it was to fupport a 


ſyſtem by which they enriched themſelves, 


and to avoid the danger of being called to ac- 


count for the injuſtice which they had done, 
and for the murders which they had commit- 

ted. But there is no king ſabed by the multi- 
tude" of im ho. When God hach forſaken 

perſons for their wickednefs, and taketh part 
with thoſe who riſe up agaifiſt them, they 

may take counſel, but it ſhall come to noig bt; 
they may gird rhemſelver, but they Jha * me 

ken in pieces F. 

The Prince of Orange ſet Hail” for Britain 
with no more than fourteen thouſand men. 
Truſting in the juſtice of his cauſe, and in che 
aid of heaven, he refuſed a greater force. He, 
who would not ſuffer more than three hun- 
dred of Gideon's men to go down and attack 
the camp of Moab, that the deliverance might 
the more remarkably appear to be from hea- 
ven, put it into his heart not to truſt in the 
number of his troops; and, by the ſucceſs 


with which he attended his enterpriſe, ſhewed 
that 


„ Pſalm xzxiii. 16. f Iſaiah viii. 9, 10. 


WES =} wc 4 
that there is reliant 40.the Curd to ſous ij 
any, 0 eu. ee yrs r 
Men che opprefions under which the.jn- 
habirants of Britain graancd ſirſt reached the 
cars of William, it was propoſed to him by 
the Hector of Brandenburgh, that be ſhould 
make an attetwptin their favour. He, at that 
time, declined it, as premature and. unſcaſon- 
able; but declared, that, rather than that he 
ſhould fee Britain ſubjected to Popery and 
arbitrary power, he would embark far their 
deliverance, although he ſhould be obliged 
to croſß the ſeas to them in a fiſher s boar. 
od, who inſpired him with ſuch zeal for 
the welfare of Britain, not only taught him 
do wait for the fitteſt ſeaſon, but proſpered 
bim beyond his warmeſt expectations. He 
landed in Britain without oppaſition. Though 
he was a foreigner, the inhabitants, inſtead 
of fearing or reſiſting him as an invader, wel · 
comaed him as a friend, and a deliverer. They 
came to him, day by day, to heip him, as the peo» 


ple did to David, unti / his little army became 
a great tft, lite the boſt of God f. Let he 
needed not their aid. His name carried ter- 
ror in it. His enemies were afraid of his coun- 
tenance, Conſcious of the diſafſection of the 


1 Sam. xiv.6, f 1 Chron. xii. 22. 
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cher, they had not courage to y the 
means which they poſſeſſed; and ventured 
not to riſk a battle in their own ne but 
baſely fed, when no man punfued. x 

A great part of the country Ge eff th 8 
yoke, without waiting to hear of the ſucceſt 
of the Prince's arms. The king's o] troops, 

aſhamed to fight in his cauſe; deſerted him in 
whole regiments. His favourites daily diſ- 
appeared. His own daughter ſtole away to 
his enemies, in the night. A nation, who, a 
little before, talked in terms ſo extravagant 
of the extent of royal prerogative, and of the 
damnable crime of reſiſtance, revolted at once 
from their principles, and roſe in arms againſt 
the tyrant. At laſt, the unhappy monarch, 
abandoned by his friends, and hated by his 
ſubjects, fled from his throne; He wunder- 
ed for ſome time, from place to place, in con- 
tinual fear; till, at laſt, he eſcaped to France; 
where the cry of his oppreſſed ſubjects could 
no longer reach his ear, and where he was 
ſafe from their reproaches and reſentment. 
Was not this the work of God, who poureth 
contempt- upon princes, and cauſeth them to wan- 
der in the wilderns/ſs; where there 1s no way. 
zet /etteth the poor on high from affliction ? 
It was: not the leaſt remarkable circum» 


1 


Prov. xxviil. * + Plalm.cvit, 40, 1. 


— = _— 
. that it Wg 
effected without loſs of blood. The happineſs 
reſulting. from any deliverance is much dimi- 
niſlied, when the groans of the wounded, and 
the tears of many families, ho mourn for 


the loſs of their relations ſlain in battle, min- | 
gle with the general joy. In civil commotions 


this is remarkably the caſe. Kingdoms are 
commonly divided; and the ſpirits af che con- 
tending parti ies are more rankled againſt one 
another, —— if they were natural enemies. 
Brotherly love degenerates into the bittereſt 
rancor; and marks af laſting devaſtation com- 
memorate the ſtrife. | 


None of theſe e Seen bandes 
attended. the Revolution. Some rencounters 
took place between the two armies ; but ſo 
inſignificant, as ſcarcely. to have obtained a 
place in hiſtory. Our greateſt privileges were, 
through the good providence af God, bought 
at a very eaſy rate. Within the ſpace of a 
few months, and without any violent convul- 
ſion, a revolution, the moſt beneficial that a 
nation cauld experience, was not only effected, 
but order was re-eſtabliſhed; and.everything 
ſettled and proſperous, as if there had been 
no turning of things upſide dumm. 

Neighbouring nations ſaw, and were aſto- 


mifhed. Our friends abroad, hearing of our 
bappy 


4 1 


happy and unerpectect dekverance, believed 
not 2 Im hen all our entities that wre 
about us heard thereof, they "were much caft 
down in their own eyes ; for they perceived that 
this wort was wrought of our God f. The in- 
habitants of Britain themſelves were filled 
with amazement, Scarcely perſuaded that 
they were delivered, they ſung with joy, liks 
the Jewiſh church, hen the Lord turned a- 
gain the captivity of Zion, wwe were like hem 
that dream. Then was our mouth filled with 
laughter, and our tongue with ſinging; then 
ſaid they among the heathen, The Lord hath done 
great things for them 7. 


Fourthly, Many circumſtances attending 
the Revolution, which cannot be arranged 
under any of the former particulars, concur 
to prove that it was the work of G0. 
Ihe tyrant whom William came to oppoſe, 
was his mother's brother, and his wife's fa- 
ther. The feelings of nature refifted every 
attempt which might diftreſs ſo near a rela- 
tion. The reproaches of men, ever diſpoſed 
to form the moſt unfavourable judgement of 

one's conduct, ſeemed to enforce what nature 
dictated. Yet zeal for the Proteſtant intereſt, 
and a conſciouſneſs that it was his duty to at- 

a tn 
* Luke xxiv. 41. + Neb. vi. 16. t Pſal. cxxvi. 1, 2. 


1 5 
7 „. Ss 
* 


eee 
 terfipe the elief of the opprefibd,) embed him 
to overcome thee © Hiferior- ceifickerdbboris 
The Toru, i eolnft dann ir the heart of i 
arthe Hot of wited, and who thyneth it 
tberſoe ver he will x, induced Hin to . — 
private affe&ion to the general gdod; and bon- 
vinced him, and the Prititels Mary his wife, 
chat ir wis' erpeckent, rither thut one malt, 
and He tov x near relation, fliould 1 im 
| that 4 whole natiort mould perih. 
Fut, chongh William refblved to bee 
how cout he ect the deliverance of a migh- 

ry nation, when the want of neceffary meant 
Move? to throw imnfurmotntable inipedi- 
metits in the way? He had neither money, 
nor troops at his command, ſufficient for fo 
great an enterprize. His enemies Knew this, 
and ridiculed rhe idea of attempting it. His 
friends were not ignorant of it, and trepibled 
leſt he ſhould miſcarry. But Providence in- 
terpoſed; and inclined the States of Holland 
to ſupply him with whatever was neceſfary 
for his expedition, with ynuſual liberality, 
and with a difpatch not natural to the govern- 
ment of that country. Thus, though this 
little cloud which appeared riſing out of the ſea, 
was only like a man's hand, and ſeemed ta 
prognoſticate nothing which could refreſh the 
inhabitants 


Prov. xxi, 1. 
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inhabitants of Britain, parched for three years 
and an half with continual oppreſſion, it ſoon, 
by the will of God, covered the face .of the 
heavens; . r was a ee. ang. very ne 
freſhing rain 

In 1 to . Britain, William 
had reaſon to be alarmed for the ſafety of 
Holland. Louis XIV. of France had, ſome 
years before, reduced i it to the greateſt extre- 
mity; and, though at that- time his deſigns 
were defeated, he ſtill looked upon it with an 
evil eye. Univerſal monarchy continued $9 
be his aim. He was in league with the king 
of Britain, whom he meant to employ as his 
tool in ſubjecting Europe. He was enflameꝗ 
with equal zeal for extending the papal domi- 
nion; and, fluſhed with the ſucceſs of, his 
villany in revoking the Edict of Nantz, about 
three years before, and ſhutting up about 
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„ two thouſand Proteſtant churches within his , 
. own dominions he expected, before he ſhould 
3 die, to be able to extirpate the reformed re- 
5 ligion. A more favourable moment could 
* MG 

* not have occurred, at once for proving his fi- 
12 delity to his ally, and for accompliſhing his 


own deſigns, than when the Prince of Orange 


was employed in procuring the deliverance of 
Britain. William ſaw this; but was not in- 
timidated, 


t 1 Kings zviii.. 44, 45. 
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PIES [The Proteſtant Princes 6F Ger. 

— conſidered the deliverance of Britain, 
and the preſervation of Holland, as the chm- 

mon —— the reformation, and made o g 

fer of their ſervices, if neceſſity ſhould require. 

But they were net neceſſary. His enemies 
were infatuated; and faw not their errors, 

till it was v90 Its to corre them. While he 

was preparing for his expedition, che Engliſh 

ambaſſador took the alarm? and ſent informa- 

tion of it to court; but was not believed. The 

French fuſpected it, and made an offer of a 
conſiderable number of troops to the king of 

Britain; but it was not accepted: They ſtood 

idle upon the coaſts of France, while Holtind | 

was almoſt defenceleſs, yet ſafe; and Britain 

was eſcaping from bondage. Who ſees not 

in this the hand of him who fruftrateth the 

tokens of liars, and mateth divinort mad, who 

turmth wiſe men backward, and maketh their 

tnowtedge fooliſh* - 

9 contrary wind might have defeated the 

intentions of the Prince of Orange, after the 


moſt proſperous beginnings. It might haye 
| 


detained his fleet, till a' force ſhould have 
been collected which it could not have op- 
poſed; or it might have ſcattered it, diſableck 


it for N whos or ſunk it in the deep. But 
che 


i l. xliv, _ 
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gulazly conſpicuous. | SAA bine vera 

When the fleet frſt let ſail from Holland, 
indeed, it met with a contrary wind, and a 
violent ſtorm; and, after being driven,about, 
for ſome time, by the fury of contending. e- 
lements, was under the neceſſity of returning 
to port. It conſiſted of about five hundred 
Hips, moſtly tranſports, which, on account of 
their number, muſt, in ſuch a ſituation, have 
been in the moſt imminent danger of deſtruc- 
tion. Yet, he who ruleth the raging of the ſea, 
Jo graciouſly interpoſed, that not an individual 
{hip was loſt; and. that the return of the, fleet 
to port, which, on account of the delay occaſi- 
oned by it, was.conſidered as a great calamity, 
proved a real advantage, by preſerving it from 


the Engliſh fleet, Ik might have eaſily 


deſtroyed it. 
Afavourable wind at e ſprang up; and 
while it carried the Prince of Orange and his 


army through the ſtraits of Dover, it detain- 


ed the fleet, which meant to oppoſe them, in 
its ſtation, till they were out of its. reach. 
Through the miſtake of a pilot, in che night, 
they were carried beyond Torbay, the place 
at which they judged it ſafeſt to diſembark; 
and now they began to fear that all was loſt. 
On a ſudden, to the admiration of all on 


board, 


| band as —— ch n 
rection of providence, into the oppoſite quar- 
ter, carried them, in a few hours, to their de- 
ſired haven. It fell a dead calm, and they 
landed in ſafety. Soon after, à tempeſt aroſe. 
The Dutch fleet, covered by the land, rode 
ſecure; while che Engliſh fleet, which had 
proceeded a conſiderable way in purſuit of 
them, was expoſed to the mercy of the ele- 
ments, and ſo ſhattered, that they were unfit 
for putting to ſea again that ſeaſon. 
Who, reflecting on theſe circumſtances, fo 
fingularly providential, can forbear adoring 
the God, who 1s wonderful in counſel, and ex- 
cellent in working? Let us pauſe a little; and 
praiſe the Gad of our ſalvation ; who is the con- 
fidence of all the ends of the earth, and of them 
that are afar off upon the ſea ; who by es ſtrength. 
Petteth faſt the mountams; being girded b 
power: who flilleth the noiſe of the ſeas the 
noiſe of their waves, and the tumult of be pee- 
ple*.. Had it ſeemed good in his tight, he 
could. eaſily have buried the army of our de- 
liverer in the bottom of the a, and left us 
to ſuffer the miſeries of tyranny, rendered 
more inſolent and intolerzdle by ſucceſs. But 
he ſmiled upon the deſign; he conducted the 
enterprize, and in the moſt extraordinary 
'G manner 
* Pſalm Ixv. 5, 7. 12 


2 50 We — FOR f God, . 
: manner crowned it with ſucceſs. Tat had. 9 
not been the Lord, who was on our fide, nos 


may Britain /ay ; Tf it had not been the Lord , 
was on our fide, when men roſe up againſt us: 
Then they had ſwallowed us up quick, when . 
their wrath was kindled againſt us; Then the 
waters had overwhelmed 'us, the flream had 
gone over our foul; Then the proud waters had +" 
gone over our foul, Bleſſed be the Lord, who + * 
hath not given us as a prey to their teeth. Our 
foul is eſeaped as a bird out of th e ſnare of the. 
fowlers; the ſnare is broken, and 45 are eſcaped. 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made. 
BEAVER and earth *, 


Fiſibh, Tux ſingular manner in which the 
bleſſings of the Revolution have been preſerv- 
ad to the preſent time, tends to eſtabliſh the 
Albrtion, that it was the work of Gt. 
When we look forward from the era of the 
Revoluion to the preſent time, we obſerve, 
in the hitory of Britain, an almoſt uninter- 
rupted ſucœſſion of attempts made againſt 
our religion nd liberties, and, oppoſed to 
them, a ſeries of ſurpriſing, and very extra- 
ordinary deliverances. We have been often 
thrown into the fire, but never conſumed. 
It has been found, that thoſe who have made o 
it 


Pſalm exxix. 


EE. phe n N 
it their bulineſ to oyerturn the 9 7 
- and” reſtore the ancient royal family, have 


been fighting againſt God. Their diſappoint- 
ment, has ever been in proportion to the ap- 


parent prudence of the meaſures which they 
have adopted, and to the greatneſs of the 
force which they have muſtered againſt us. 


A powerful faction, ſtiled Jacobites, from 
their attachment to James, the abdicated mo- 
narch, began, immediately after the Revolu- 
tion, to clog the wheels of government; and 
ſtudied, if poſſible, to overthrow it, and 
plunge us into all thoſe miſeries, from which 


we had obtained deliverance. Like that ſer- 
vile generation, of which we read in the book 
of Numbers, they ſaid, one to another, Let us 


make a captain, and let us return into Egypt“. 
They argued for the indefeaſable right of 
kings; they formed combinations againſt the 
government, with which an indulgent pro- 
vidence had bleſſed us; they took arms, as of- 
ten as opportunity occurred, in order to gain 
by force what by juſtice they could not. Al- 


though their deſigns were repeatedly fruſtra- 
ted, they perſevered with patient malevolence; 


and one generation of them roſe up after ano- 


ther, imbued with the ſame ſpirit, and zea- 


lous in * ſame,cauſe, But Britain's God 


protected : 


Numb. xiv. 4. 
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protected that work, which, in its be , 
he ſo ſingularly favoured; and, in its ; Protec- "8 
tion, often illuſtrated the truth of his'own 
word, There are many devices in a man's heart; 
nevertheleſs, the ms of the Lord, that Wnt 
and“. 
Soon after the Revolutien, theſe men ex- 
cited a rebellion in favour of the dethroned 
tyrant, in Ireland. It ſeemed to proſper for 
a while. But how could an attempt ſucceed, 
which was abhorred by every true friend of 
the Proteſtant religion, and managed by the 
bloody hands of Iriſh Papiſts, who had, ſome 
time before, maſſacred many thouſand per- 
ſons in cold blood, for their religion? Neither 
number nor valour could make it proſper. 
Why were thy valiant men ſwept away ? they 
flood not, becauſe the Lord did drive them. He 
made many to fall, yea, one fell upon another, 
T hey did cry there, as in a ſimilar eaſe, Pha- 
raoh king of Egypt is but a noiſe ; * hath pe 
ed the time appointed f. 
France often exerted its ſtrength in che 
ſame cauſe; and fleets were fitted out, and 
armies raifed, and invaſions attempted by that 
perfidious nation. But what has been the iſ- 
ſue? The Lord has often made Britain, like 
Jeruſalem in the promiſe, a burdenſome flone 
> | foo 


o 
1 
5 
: 
* 
$ 
[ 
1 7 
: "2.0 
i » „ p 
—_—_ % 
. 3 
O80 0 0 
« | * | 
nh 4 
99 Þ 
. ' 
* ) 
2 » 
N 
9 
3 
o 
_— 
- , "x 
We 1 "WH 
* — 
* WF , 
1 * 
t . 
* 
* 4. 
** ' 
_ 1 
* 7 
„ 
Fo 
3 
* 
14, c 
1 =>, 
. «LY 
24 
N. 4 ' 
5 
— | 
"ws 
7 
r. 
; 
* 


16 
bs 
x 


IF; 


Prov. xix, 21. + Jer. xlvi. 15, 16, 17. 


* : 
- 3 , « a © 
« . * 
. * : . 8 
i wh 1 5 - — 
N wy : : 
9 . = 

F y . ; , = * : * 4 

* 1 2 

%, * wt * >» + c . 9 * = 

\ . J 9 . : ol ** = 
* AS, 7 ; = — 4 ' : 
, 


ur this people. He has bften ſaid in his pro- 


; vidence, All that burden themſelves with it 
ſhall be cut to pieces, though all the people of 


tlie earth be gathered together againſt it *, Be- 


Hold, is it not of the Lord of hoſts, that this peo- 
ple ſhould have laboured m the very fire, and 
wearied themſelves for very vanity f? 
I have not leiſure to mention the attempts: 
that were made, in the end ot the reign of 
Queen Anne, in order to reſtore the family 
of Stuart. Her death, peculiarly ſeaſonable, 
defeated theſe; and gave us the princes of the 
illuſtrious houſe of Hanover, under whom 
Britain has hitherto been free, —_ perous, and 
happy. 2 
I have 4g time to mention two great at- 
tempts that were made, with the fame view, 
fince that period; the one, in the. year fit- 
teen of the preſent century, and the other, in 
the year forty-five. The dangers to which 
we were then expoſed; I preſume, you all 
know, A Highland hoſt, aided with French 
money, and French arms, took evil counjel a- 
gainſt us, ſaying, like Syria, Ephraim, andthe 
fon of Remaliah of old, Let us go up agamſt - 
Judah, and vex it, and let us make a breach 
therein for us, and ſet a king in the midſt of it, 
| 3 of Tabeal. But thus ſaid the 92 
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Zech. xii. 3. + Hab: ii- 13. 
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God, It ſhall not fland, neither ſhall it come 10 
paſs *, For a little while, they flattered them- 
ſelves that every thing proſpered. In imagi- 
nation they were dividing the prey. My luſt, 
they ſaid, /hall be ſatisfied upon them; I will 


draw my ſword, my hand ſhall deflroy them T. 


But, in that moment, when their expecta- 
tions were warmeſt, the Lord awaked, ast wie 

out of ſleep, and like a mighty man that ſhouteth 
by reaſon of wine. And he ſmote bis enemies in 
the hinder parts : he Pe. them to a perpetual re- 


proach g. | 
Since the laſt of theſe attempts, the faction, 


which would have carried us back into bon- 


dage, has languiſhed in obſcurity. Its hopes 


have expired: and, after having maintained, 
for a century, an ineffectual ſtruggle, it has, 
of late, openly abandoned the cauſe for which, 
it has ſo long, and ſo zealouſly contended.” 
Here, then, is a new chain of evidence, in 
proof that the Revolution is the work of God. 
The protection of our religion and liberties, 
for ſo long a period, againſt ſo many and 
daring attempts to deſtroy them, exhibits 
encouraging views of the divine favour to 


Britain. It ſpeaks to our enemies, like a voice 


from heaven, ſaying, Be fill, and know that 


I am Cod; I will be exalted among the heathen, 
| 1 


* Tfa. vii. 5, 6. 7. + Exod. xv. 9. 1 Pfal. Ixxviii. 65, 66. 


and a Cauſe of J. 55 


1 will be exalted in the earth *. But to us it 


Learies aloud, Sing unte the Lord; for he hath 
daone excellent things: Thus us known in all the 
earth, Cry out and ſhout, thou inhabitant of - 


Britain; for great is the yp One of Iſrael i in 
5 the milf of the. 4 


11, [ proceed to ſhow that Joy ought to 


£ ſpring up in our hearts, at the recollection of ; 


theſe acts of the divine power and grace. 
The kindneſs which we receive from hea- 


ven demands our ſincereſt gratitude, and our 


moſt abundant joy. We cannot reward God 
for his mercies ; neither can we deſerve them. 


But we ought to reliſh the bleſſings which he 


graciouſly confers ; to feel the obligations un- 


der which we are laid by them to their boun- 


tiful Author; and to manifeſt the happineſs 
which we experience in the poſſeſſion of them, 


and the deep ſenſe which we entertain of the 


divine kindneſs. in beſtowing them, by every 
ſuitable expreſſion of joy. It muſt be duty 
to be ſenſible of favours, which we could not 
merit ; it cannot but be reaſonable to acknow- 
- ledge obligation, when we cannot repay. An 
1 inſenſibility of temper muſt be equally cri- 
minal, in the ſight of God, with that arro- 


gance which claims his favours as a debt, and 
| diſdains 


2 ul "yy e. + Iſa. xii. 6, 


— 
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diſdains to be grateful ; and with that ſullen- 
neſs and. peeviſhneſs which, brooding over 
imaginary evils, or real calamities, incapaci- 
tates us for enjoying, and indiſpoſes us for 
acknowledging his gifts, 

If we form a judgement of the temper of 
the inhabitants of Britain from their conduct 
on this day, gratitude for the bleſſings which, 

in conſequence of the Revolution, we enjoy, 
muſt be widely diffuſed, and joy almoſt uni- 
verſally prevail. But is there not reaſon to 
apprehend that, while William is remembered, 
by the multitude, God is forgotten; and that 
only a ſmall portion of the joy which is this 
day expreſſed is rational, holy and divine? 
Gratitude which ſprings up in the morning, 
and dies at even, can have no firm root in the 
foul. Joy which, ke the crackling of thorns 
under a pot, is noiſy but ſhort-lived, cannot 
proceed from ſuitable apprehenſions of the 
operation of providence, or a lively ſenſe of 
his gracious interpoſition in the Revolution. 
Let ſuch, we are intitled to ſuppoſe, is the 
joy of thouſands in Britain, who are profeſ- 
ſing to celebrate this event. Gratitude to God 
has not been their accuſtomed exerciſe; and, 
even amid their temporary profeſſions of it, 


God is not in all their thoughts*. The harp 
and 


„ Pſ:lm x. 4. 


] 


and u Cane f . 57 
und the viol, the tabret and pipe, and wine are 
an their feaſts; but they regard not the work of 
the Lord, neither e the ne 7 his 
Handi F. 

Let us act a wiſer part. Let us aſcribe 
our deliverance, not to the courage of the 
Prince of Orange, not to the diſaffection of 
the ſubjects of King James, not to the native 
{pirit of Britons ; but to the power and ſkill 
of the moſt High, who taketh the wiſe in their 
own craſtineſt, and by whom the counſel of the 
froward is carried headlong T. While we ho- 
nour the memory of William, let our gratitude 
be Uirected to the true Author of the bleſſings 
which we enjoy. Let not the fervour of our 
Joy degenerate into thoughtlets levity, or cri- 
minal intemperance ; and, after this ſeaſon of 
gladneſs is paſt, let habitual gratitude to God 
live in our hearts and appear in our conduct. 


Tuna the Revolution is an event the re- 


membrance of which ought to inſpire grati- 
tude to God, and exeite holy joy, muſt have 
frequently occurred to you, while you were 
following me through the preceding parts of 
this ſubject. Suffer me, however, to enforce 
the exerciſe of theſe divine tempers, by re- 
calling to your minds the value of the bleſſ- 

H ings 


+ la, v. 12. f Job v. 13. 
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ings which by the Revolution we enjoy, and 


our unworthineſs of the poſſeſſion of them. 

Firſt, The value of the bleſſings, which by 
the Revolution we enjoy, 18 exceedingly great. 

We are ready to form too low an eſtimate 
of privileges, which we have always poſſeſſed, 
and to overlook bleſſings, of which we never 
knew how miſerable a thing it is to be de- 
prived. Aſk the ſick; they can tell the ad- 
vantages of health. Aſk the blind ; they can 
tell what a pleaſant thing it is for the eyes to 
behold the fun. Aſk the ſlave who is chained 
to the oar ; he can tell the ſweetneſs of liberty, 
and the bitterneſs of bondage. But how un- 
reaſonable, how fooliſh, 1s it to undervalue 
enjoyments, becauſe: we never mourned for 
their loſs? One deſerves to loſe what, while poſ- 
ſeſſed, one has not the wiſdom and gratitude 
to eſteem. To purchaſe a ſenſe of the value 
of one's privileges, by experience of their loſs, _ 
is to purchaſe at a very expenfive rate. The 
man who buys knowledge at this rate, ſhall 
acquire it, indeed, but be miſerable. 

Suppoſe yourſelves, for a moment, in the 
ſituation of your forefathers, before the Re- 
volution: Your property expoſed to the ra- 
pacious hands of every villain, who might be 
in favour at court; your perſons not ſafe in 
your habitations; diſtreſſed in proportion to 

your 


t 


/ / | 

and a Cauſe of Joy. 59 
your innocence ; yea, for Chriſt's fake, killed 
all the day long; and accounted as ſheep for the 
ſlaughter *, How would you exult, in the 
proſpect of poſſeſſing thoſe bleſſings which 
we at preſent enjoy ! What lively gratitude 
would rife in your hearts to God, for ſo great 
a deliverance as that which he granted us in 
the Revolution ! 

The reaſons of your joy are not diminiſh- 
ed, becauſe you exiſt in a happier age, than 
that in which your forefathers lived. The 
benefit of the Revolution is yours, as much 
as it was theirs. You enjoy the ſweets of li- 
berty, without having taſted of the wormwoed 


and the gall. In conſequence of that glorious 


event, you need ndt fear, leſt avarice, ſtretch- 
ing out the hand of uncontrouled power, 
ſhould rob you of your property ; or cruel 
jealouſy ſhould deprive you of life. You can 
call what you poſſeſs your own. Your lives 
are dependent upon the will of none, but the- 
Sovereign of the univerſe ; your property is 
ſecure from every power, but that of provi- 
dence. The ſword of perſecution, which had 
frequently, in former times, been wielded, 
has, ſince the Revolution, lien in its ſheath ; 
and converſion is left to be produced, by the 


more rational method of argument and per- 
ſuaſion. 


Rom. viii. 36. 
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60 The Revolution the Work of God, 
ſuaſion. Inſtead of being forced to confornr 


to a wretched religion, deformed with ſuper- 
ſtition, nonſenſe and idolatry, you are per- 
mitted to profeſs that pure and true religion, 
which the Son of God came into the world. 
to promulgate, which his apoſtles taught, and 
his genuine followers in all ages will embrace. 


Accuſtomed to ſeck pardon and acceptance, 


through the obedience and death of Chriſt, 
you are ſtrangers to the abſurd method of 


obtaining it, by imaginary human merit, and 


cruel mortifications of the body. Acknow- 
ledging no head of the church but the glori- 
ous Son of God in human nature, the foun- 
tain of all grace, and the Lord of univerſal 
nature, you are permitted, with impunity, to 
reject a pretended viſible head at Rome, who 
hath no bleſſings to beſtovr upon the church, 
and no power to protect her; and who is as 
different from Peter, whoſe ſucceſſor he af- 
firms himſelf to be, as the want of faith and 
holineſs, and miniſterial labours can make 
him. Taught to worſhip one God, Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt, through one Mediator, 


Jeſus Chriſt, you are at hberty to refuſe to- 
adore angels, and ſaints departed ; and to diſ- 
- dain to aſk the aſſiſtance of their prayers, 
conſcious that your great Interceſſor has more 


love, and more care, and more wiſdom than 


they 


— 


* 


— 


and a Cauſe of Joy, © 6 
they all, and is able to-do you more effectual 
good. 

Can the Revolution be a bleſſing too old 

for gratitude, too antiquated for joy, ſince 

the deliverance obtained by it, is ſo great; 

and the advantages which we, as well as our 

anceſtors, derive from it, are of ſuch ineſti- 

mable value? Let it not, then, be our re- 

3 proach, when heaven has been ſo kind, that 

we return not to give God thanks. Let the 

abundance of our joy expreſs the warmth of 

our gratitude, to him who remembered us in 

aur low eſtate; for his mercy endureth fur 
1 


| Secondly, Our unworthineſs of the bleſlings 
which, in conſequence of the Revolution, we 
poſſeſs, ought to increaſe our gratitude, and 
heighten our joy. 

When we look around us, and conſider the 
ſituation of moſt of the other nations of the 
world, we mult be inſenſible, and ſtupid in- 
deed, if emotions of gratitude riſe not in our 

hearts. The cloud, which preſents to us a 
fide ſo luminous and full of comfort, is to 
them dark and diſmal. Liberty, a word fa- 
miliar to our ears, is to them ſtrange, and 
unknown. While, with us, the laws bear 


rule, they are dependent upon the caprice of 
men, 


* Pfal, exxxvi. 23. 
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men, who act as if they ſuppoſed themſelves 
born to be tyrants, and their ſubjects born to 


be ſlaves. Religion, a name ſtill dearer than 
liberty, we have opportunity to know, as re- 
vealed from heaven, and freedom to profeſs 
and practiſe; while they, unacquainted with 


the truth, are ſubject to the domination of 


the Papal power, or deluded with the impoſ- 
ture of Mahomet, or living under the dark- 
neſs of Heatheniſm. 

Such is the melancholy ſtate of the greater 
part of the world. Should we not drop a 
tear over the miſeries of ſo many of our bre- 
thren, whoſe preſent life liberty does not 
cheer and enliven, and whoſe future proſpects 
true religion does not illuminate ; while we 
take up the harp of David, and, rejoicing in 
our own ſuperior privileges, ſing, The Lord 
hath not dealt ſo with any nation: and as for his 


judgements, they have not known them. Praiſe 
ye the Lord K. 


Why hath the Lord diſtinguiſhed us, by 
ſuch ſuperior privileges? What are we, more 


than other nations ; or what have we done, 


to deſerve this peculiar kindneſs? We are not 
of nobler origin; for, has not God made of 
one blood all nations of men, who dwell on the 


face of the earth f We cannot claim any ſu- 


pertority of goodneſs. Our fathers were in- 
1 volved, 
+ Acts xv1i. 26. 


* Pſalm cxlvii. 20. 


} 


} 
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volved, with the reſt of the Chriſtian world, in 


darkneſs and ſuperſtition; yea, after God 
graciouſly delivered them from theſe miſeries, 
their heart was not right with him, neither 


were they fledjaſt in his covenant *, If they 


rebelled againſt him, have we acted a wor- 
thier part? Have we not outdone them in 
wickedneſs? Do we not revolt more and more ? 
We cannot plead ſuitable gratitude, or ſin- 
gular purity of manners; for we have ſhame - 
fully forgotten the kindneſs of the Lord, and 
ſtrangely perverted our ways. Had the Lord 
dealt with us after our fins, or rewarded us de- 
cording to our iniquities , we ſhould not have 
been aſſembled in this place, to day, in order 
to raiſe our united voices in ſongs of praiſe to 
an almighty Deliverer. 

Why, then, has the Lord been ſo kind? 
We muſt ſeek the reaſon of his kindneſs in 
his ſovereign good pleaſure. And what re- 
turn ſhould we make him? Ought we not to 
glorify him for his mercy |? Ought we not to 


rejoice before him, ſaying, Thou haſt turned 


for us our mourning into dancing: thou haſt put 
off our ſacłcloth, and girded us with gladneſs : 
To the end that our glory may ſing praiſe unto 
thee, and not be filent : O Lord our God, vue will 
give thanks unto thes for ever 9 ; 


* Pſalm Ixxviii. 3799 Pſalm cili. 10. t Rom. xv. 9. 
 $ Pſalm xxx. 11, 12. 
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54 The Revolution the Work of God, 
I ſhall conclude, by reminding'you of ſome 

important particulars, ſuggeſted by the ſub- 

ject which has been under conſideration. 

1. Let us lament that the glory of the Re- 
volution is, in ſome reſpects, obſcured. 

Our civil liberties, indeed, have ſuffered 
no violation, Feelingly alive to every injury 
which affects our temporal happineſs, we have 
watched over them with «care, and aſſerted 
them with zeal. But, amidſt our ſolicitude 
to preſerve them, have we not often deviated 
into the wildeſt hcentiouſneſs, and proſtituted 
the ſacred name of freedom, by employing 
it as a plea for lawleſs reſtraint? Has not our 
excellent conſtitution been often ſhaken, by 
the violence of party zeal; and oftener de- 
{piſed, amidſt the murmurings of a peeviſh 
and diſcontented ſpirit ? Our greateſt privi- 
leges have become, through the wickedneſs of 
men, the ſources of our corruption ; and the 
ſtreams which thould convey to us health and 


bleſſedneſs, have often been impoiſoned by 
malice, and poured forth diſorder and miſery. 
Becauſe we eſteem it our right to inſpect the 
political conduct of our governors, and, with- 
out heſitation, to approve or to blame, we 
have claimed it as our privilege to revile the 
gods, and curſe the ruler of the people t; and, 

criticiſing 


+ Exod. xxii. 28. 


_— 


* 


3 


/ 
* 


. 2 ebe * . 
Geissen wink Arn bhkous Halde, or uncan⸗ 
did ſeverity, not only on their public admi- 


niſtration, but oꝑ their perſonal characters, 
we caft firebrands, arrows, and death, and Jay, 


Am I not in ſport +2 Has not the liberty of 


the preſs, in like manner been abuſed, for the 
moſt- infamous and deteſtable of purpoſes ? 
Has not that, for which our fathers contend- 
ed, as eſſential to freedom, and as neceſſary 
for the advancement of ſcience and the increaſe 
of religious knowledge, degenerated ; into liber- 
ty to diſſeminate the moſt pernicious errors, 
and to ſpread infection among the morals of 
the people; in ſo great a degree, that good men 


begin to hefitate, whether it ought to be e- 


ſteemed as a bleſſing, or abhotred as a curſe? 

When we turn our eyes, however, towards 
the other great bleſſing which we enjoy, reli- 
gious liberty; the glory of the Revolution is 
ſtill more obſcured. . In our zeal for our civil 
immunities, we have been very criminally in- 
attentive to this more valuable poſſeſſion. Part 


of it we haveſuffered to be forcibly taken from 


us; and much of what remains, to be miſera- 
bly abuſed. Liberty, which is deemed an inva- 
luable privilege, when it reſpects the concerns 
of this world, has been pronounced, when it 


reſpects the concerns of the other, a right 


I whack 


| Prov. xxvi. 18, 19. 
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66 The Renkiths the not of God, 


whichthe vulgar are not intitled to claiin, and 


which it is dangerous for them to enjoy. Their 


ſouls they muſt intruſt to cho care of one vom 
they love not, and in whom they cannot con- 
fide; becauſe their ſuperior, who, perhaps, 
intereſts not himſelf in their ſpiritual edifica- 
tion, has been pleaſed thus to appoint. What 


is deſervedly deteſted as an intolerable yoke in 


civil government, is by the moſt zealous advo- 
cates of liberty warmly contended for in reli- 
gion, and ftrenuouſly ſupported; | and, by a 
ſtrange inconſiſtency, men, who affect to be 
champions for the rights of human nature, 


exert themſelves, with equal induſtry, to ſub- 


ect us to ſlavery in the church, and to main- 
tain our freedom in the' ſtate. Eccleſiaſtical 
patrons, a motley race, whoſe office, unknown 


in the ſcriptures, ſprung up in the darkneſs of 


the middle age, which, it might have been ex- 
pected, the morning light of the Reformation 
ſhould have made to wither, and which ought, 
before now, to have been thrown out of the 
church, as a noxious weed, continue to exer- 
ciſe a tyrannical power in the church, and a- 


lienate the affections of the people from the 5 


eſtabliſhed church, and often from religion it- 
ſelf. The priefts bear rule by their means; and, 
though many ſtill generouſly diſdain ſuch un- 
ſanctifi ed reſtraints, yet now multitudes, re- 

conciled 
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_ conciled to the domination of theſe mien 
lords, ſhamefully love to have. it fo*. 
| The conſequences « of. this oppreſſion ate not 
more obvious, than melancholy. Men have 
been introduced into the Ne alike deſti- 
| tute of divine Knowledge, and of lanctifled 
zeal ; whoſe eccleſiaſtical characters bear a 
* reſemblance to thoſe mentioned by 
x the prophet, They are all ; ignorant, they are all 
| dumb dogs, they cannot bart; Aeeping, lying 
down, loving to Number : Yea, they are greedy 
dogs, which can ne ver have enough, and they 
are - ſhepherds . that cannot underſtand : they all 
look. to their own way, every one for his gain, 
from bis quarter 7. The people under their 
care have been driven from the church; or 
have loſt almoſt eyery thing of religion, but 
the name. Aſany Paſtors have deſtroyed God's 
4. vineyard, they have trodden his Paſture under 
: foot ; they have made his pleaſant portion a de- 
folate wilderneſi. They have made it deſolate, 
and, bring deſolate, it mourneth unto him f. 
Beſides, a revolution has gradually been in- 
troduced, in conſequence of this, into the 
church, from her ancient and ſcriptural prin- 
ciples, to principles, oppoſite to her Confeſ- 
ſion, and ruinous to the ſouls of her mem- 
bers. Reaſon, from the ſervant, has become 


the ſupplanter of faith; and of courſe, doc- 
trines 


er. v. 31. + Iſa, lei. 10, 11. f Jer. xii. 10, 11. 
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68 The Revolution the Work of Gd, 


trines eſteemed Gacred in better des, are 
either, with dextrous hypocriſy, kept out of 


view, or, with open effrontery, contradicted, 

and blaſphemed. And thus, in a church 
where, once, nothing was to be heard but 
the ſweet ſound of the goſpel of peace, many 
ſtrange and jarring voices are now heard 
preaching another goſpel. N | 

Is there not reaſon, from this view of mat- 
ters, to lament our fading glory ? But, while 


we mourn over the deſolations of Zion, let 


us not juſtify ourſelves. Some have doubtleſs 
been more active than others, in working! her 
deſolation; but let no man, nor any party of 
men, end to acquit themſelves. Religion 
hath ſurely been wounded in the houſe of her 
moſt zealous friends. We may all join in the 
penitential confeſſion of Iſaiah, and ſay, Me 
are all as an unclean thing, and all our righte- 
ouſneſſes are as filthy rags, and we do all fade as 
the leaf ; and our iniquties, like the wind, have 
taken us away. And there is none that calleth 


pon thy name, that hath flirred up himſelf to 


take hold of thee : for thou haſt hid thy face from 

us; and haft conſumed us becauſe of our iniquities*, 
2, Let us ever remember, that the bleſſings 

which we now enjoy ſhall not always be con- 

tinued with us. 

| Inſtability is the Wen of all human 


things. 
IIa. xiv, 6, 7. 


1 


1 


lj Greatneſs and power have cies; wa] | 
former inſtance, Preſerved kingdoms or em- 


pires, from experiencing the weakneſs and in- 


activity of age; and even thoſe governments 


which have ſeemed to bid faireſt for perpetuity, 


have been torn in pieces by inteſtine feuds, 
or overturned by external force, and, like o- 
thers, have ſuffered a diſgraceful fall. Where 
are now the mighty empire of Aſſyria, and the 
mightier empire of Rome? They are only to 
be found in the page of hiſtory. What ſecu- 
rity, then, have we, that our civil conſtitu- 
tion ſhall laſt for ever? The wiſeſt politician, 
and moſt watchful patriot, cannot guard it a- 
gainſt the latent workings of corruption. An 
unexpected and mournful change may take 
place; and our nation n again feel the iron rod 
Are our religious privileges more ſecure ? 
If we ſhould enquire after the ſeven churches 
of Aſia, once ſo celebrated, we ſhall obſerve 
deſdlation on every fide ; and, inſtead of the 
light of the glorious goſpel, nothing but the 
darkneſs of Mahometan deluſion. The Pro- 
teſtant church of France was once famous, in 
all the countries of the Reformation, for or- - 
thodoxy of doctrine, and excellence of diſci- 
pline; but it is now no more. What was their 


caſe formerly, may be our caſe ſoon. They 
0 abuſed 
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abuſed their privileges, departed gow + an» 
cient purity of doctrine, relaxed 

pline, and corrupted their ways; and God 
departed from them. We have followed 
them too cloſely in the path to ruin; and have 
we not reaſon to apprehend, that the God 
whom we have offended, may be provoked to 
deprive us of what we have ſo groſsly abuſed. 
Let us not think that we are ſuch favourites 
of heaven, as that he will not avenge our ſin. 
My ſpirit ſhall not always flrive with man Ti 
was the divine denunciation ſome thouſand 


years ſince; and, is it not now his prerogative, 


as well as formerly, to turn rwvers into a wilder- 
neſs, and the water-ſprings into dry ground: A 
fruitful land iuto barrenne/s, for the wickedneſs 
of them that dwell therein ? Should we not, 
this day, then, ſerve the Lord with fear, and 
rejoice with trembling |? Should not fervent 
and humble prayer be mingled with the joys 
of this feſtive ſeaſon, to him who hath been 
kind ſo long, and yet waiteth that he may be 
gracious * Should we not cry, with the an- 
ctent church, But now, O Lord, thou art our 
Father ; we are the clay, and thou our potter, 
and we all are the work of thy hand. Be not 
wroth, very fore, O Lord, neither remember ini- 
quity for ever: behold, ſee, we beſeech thee, we 
are all thy people d? | 3. Let 


*Gen.viez +Pſal. cvii. 33, 34. f Pſal.ii.11. $Ifa.lxiv.8,9. 
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3. Let us confide eue Which. 
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ters may loſe their ſkill; and zealots patrioti 
may betray, Foreign allies · may prove a bro- 


ken reed; and troops, formerly brave, may 
turn back in the day of battle. Let᷑ us lift our 
eyes to the Governor among the nations; who 
ic vuiſe in heart and migbiy in. ftrength ; whio 
can defend, with his almighty arm, our civil 
and ſacred rights, from the ſeeret deſigns of 
domeſtic enemies, and the open attacks of fo. 
reign foes. He never diſappointed the expec- 
tations of them that truſt in him. The-expe+ 
rience of his former kindneſs authorizes this 
confidence in him. We truſt not in a God 


whoſe goodneſs we do not know, and vrhofe 


power we have not ſeen. In paſt times, he 
hath often appeared great in performing for 
us ſeaſonable deliverances; and have we not 
reaſon to believe chat, fince his hand ir not ſhor- 
tened, that it cannot ſave, nor his ear become 
heavy, that it cannot hear Þ, he will preſerve 
our nation in danger, deliver his church out 
of the hands of the oppreſſor, and reſtore 


beauty and glory to his ordinances ? 


Lafily, Let us improve the advantages which 
we, at preſent, enjoy. 
* Pal. exlvi. 3 + Job. ix. 4. 4 Iſa. liz. 1. 
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a DO is ht he expects _ 

what duty, and gratitude, and every worthy 
principle demand; and what, if we make not, 
our conduct ma be inexcuſable, and our 
account dreadful. Let us then live as it be- 
cometh a people ſo highly favoured. Since 
God has been peculiarly kind, let us ſerve him 
more zealouſly, and glorify him more abun- 
dantly, than others. Let us walk while we 
| have the light, leſt darkneſs come upon usf. 
Let us remember whence we are fallen, and re- 
pent, and do the firſt works, leſt the Lord come 
to us quickly, and remove the candleflick out of its 
place I. If we have never yet in truth be- 
lieved that goſpel, which he graciouſly con- 
tinues among us, let us now believe it, as the 
kind meſlage of life and ſalvation. The faith 
of the goſpel will put us in poſſeſſion of a no- 
bler ſalvation, than that which we have been, 
this day, contemplating ; ; and give us reaſon 
for ſinging, in a more elevated ſtrain, The 
Lord hath done great things for us, whereof we 
are glad. 


+ John xii. 35. 4 Rev. ii. 5. 
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